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FROM
THE Editor

Dear Readers,
Whichever way you look at it, environmental sustainability and 

climate change are two issues that have sired wagging tongues in their 
cacophonies. Within the ambit of  this group, you have a trio – players, 
spectators, and pretenders. Generally, there is a sense in which membership 
of  the group consists of  assorted iconoclasts, lobbyists, lip-synchers, and 
policy makers whose duty is to genuinely champion the crusade of  making 
the environment home for man and for the environment itself. We are in 
the age of  instant information, so much that the counsel from experts filter 
through urban frames seamlessly. This issue opens with an article on The 
‘Glaring Reality on Global Warming,’ restating that it is a warning that has 
been extremely clear for a long time. But, how much longer before these 
warnings are heeded? Why should we act now – or act at all? Chidi Amuta, 
in ‘Niyi’s “Against the Run of  Play”, was apt when he said “collective 
amnesia is the hallmark of  a bad political culture.” His words, one would say, 
answers the question.  Again, Chidi’s words though place specific were no 
conjectures; because there exists strokes of  crusaders recalcitrant towards 
climate change believing it is a myth meant to stifle manufacturing. To them, 
it is simply a Chinese hoax. 

Versed in creating plastic jewelry from PET bottles, Sonia Ugwunna 
“My Backyard” was a jungle of  greens and wings, a victim of  streets with no 
rhythm, a vector for bacteria and viruses. Her backyard is a dying one with 
no twittering birds and no trending hashtags. 

It was Niyi Osundare that said “this earth is ours to plough, not to 
plunder.” In that spirit, we are pleased to present the environmental efforts 
of  the Word Forest Organisation as a special feature. They religiously plant 
trees, build classrooms, and raise environmental awareness in the United 
Kingdom and Kenya. Instructively, beyond the seductive arrest of  the fluid 
narrative, the Great Mahogany tells a story of  a wonder and a home, an 
account on displaced faunae, and mans treachery which knows no bounds. 

Best regards,
Tolulope Ajobiewe 
Editor 

“Nature is painting 
for us, day after day, 

pictures of infinite 
beauty.”

- John Ruskin
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The Former Vice-President of  the United States, Al Gore once 
said, “The warnings about Global Warming have been extremely clear 
for a long time. We are facing a global climate crisis. it is deepening. We are 
entering a period of  consequences.” The industrial age, no doubt, came 
with several benefits for humans and the environment. Advancement 
in science and technology skyrocketed in all spheres across the world 
and this has brought unprecedented development. The world economy 
received a boom within a short time though, the development came with 
several advantages as well as many disadvantages. Exploration of  crude 
oil took a giant leap as it became the main engine that drives the economy 
of  the countries that produce it. For instance, Nigeria as a country is one 
of  the top producers of  petroleum in the world. Since the discovery and 
commencing of  exportation of  petroleum, she has been operating an ‘oil-
money driven economy’ and has been finding it difficult to diversify into 
other sectors for her economic survival even though several efforts have 
been made many times.

In many developing countries in Africa, including some developed 
countries around the world, people largely rely on fossil fuels such as 
petroleum, coal, and natural gas as their sources of  energy either for 
domestic use, or to power machines for industrial and agricultural uses. 
Fossil fuels are relatively accessible when compared to other sources of  
energy like solar and wind which require some technological know-how 
before they can be significantly harnessed. Nevertheless, the massive 
consumption of  fossil fuels has led to various environmental issues such 
as climate change, global warming, pollution of  all types, land degradation, 
loss of  biodiversity, disruption of  ecosystem, habitat destruction, human 
displacement or forced migration, communal crisis and so on.

Global warming simply means an increase in the world’s average 
atmospheric temperatures, believed to be caused in part by the greenhouse 
effect. The climate change long-term alteration in global weather pattern 
which increases in temperature and storm activity is regarded as a potential 
consequence of  the greenhouse effect. Greenhouse gases such as Carbon-
dioxide, Nitrogen-oxide, Methane, Sulphur(iv)oxide, Ozone, and Water 
vapour are gases that contribute to the warming of  the Earth’s atmosphere 
by reflecting radiation from the Earth’s surface.

By Abdurasaq Adesokan

Adesokan Abdurasaq is an 
Environmental Biologist by 
profession. He is an astute 
climate action and environmental 
sustainability advocate.

aaabdurasaq@gmail.com
+234 (0) 803 255 6756

A Glaring 
Reality 
on Global 
Warming.
WHY WE SHOULD ACT NOW.
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“The polar ice glaciers are already melting 
making life difficult for some animals 
(such as Polar Bears) that live there and 
nearly driving them into extinction. The 
melting glaciers also add greater volume 
of water to the sea causing ‘Seal Level Rise’ 
and subsequently flooding of the coastal 
regions.”

Photo from www.pexels.com

http://www.pexels.com
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Human activities such as cutting down of  trees 
or bush burning for agriculture or other purpose, 
or when fossil fuels are burnt (depending on the 
type), they produce emissions which contains some 
greenhouse gases such as CO2, NO2, Methane 
and SO2. When released, they are suspended in the 
atmosphere and have the ability to trap heat energy 
from sunlight thereby insulating and warming the earth. 
They continuously do this until the recent time when 
it was discovered that these gases have risen in the 
atmosphere to a level that has never been experienced 
before, causing climate of  the Earth to become 
warmer than it was naturally, with several detrimental 
consequences. 

Even though some people are still of  the 
opinion that ‘Global Warming’ or ‘Climate Change’ 
is just a ‘Scam’, ‘Hoax’, ‘Chinese Conspiracy’ or an 
instrument by some world leaders to control the 
entire world, the recent happenings around the world 
has proved beyond a reasonable doubt that ‘Global 
Warming’ is nothing but a ‘Glaring Reality’. The polar 
ice glaciers are already melting making life difficult 
for some animals (such as Polar Bears) that live there 
and nearly driving them into extinction. The melting 
glaciers also add greater volume of  water to the sea 
causing ‘Seal Level Rise’ and subsequently flooding of  
the coastal regions. Some cities in the United States 
(Houston, for example) experienced the flooding late 
July with loss of  properties worth billions of  dollars. 
Likewise, in July 2017, some parts of  Lagos state 
were nearly fully immersed in water. Early August 
2017, it was reported that airplanes could not take-off  
in Phoenix (a city in Arizona, USA) due to extreme 
temperature as a result of  Global warming, agricultural 
lands are becoming unproductive, livestock are dying in 
deserts, streams, lakes and ponds are drying up making 
life unbearable for aquatic animals, all due to extreme 
scarcity of  water. Rain water will combine with Sulphur 
(IV) oxide to form Sulphuric oxide which produce Acid 
Rain which causes different types of  damages.

According to a saying by Elizaberth Kolbert, 
“People tend to focus on the here and now. The 
problem is that, once Global warming is something that 
most people can feel in the course of  their daily lives, 
it will be too late to prevent much larger potentially 
catastrophic changes.” There are many ways by 
which we can act for our planet, our climate and our 
environment to halt further advancement of  Climate 
Change and Global warming, either at individual, 
institutional or national level. Since, these greenhouse 
gases that majorly contribute to the problem come 

from consumption of  fossil fuels, switching to 
environmental-friendly renewable energy such as solar 
and wind will go a long way in solving the problem. 
Domestic use of  low-emission cooking stove or ‘coal 
pot’ instead of  firewood that produce huge amount of  
carbon emission. Massive afforestation i.e. high-scale 
planting of  trees or simply on our free uncultivated 
land, trees serve as carbon-sink or carbon-sequester, 
helping to take away carbon from the atmosphere 
thereby preventing it from contributing to the course 
of  Global warming. Adopting the ‘3-R Strategy’ of  
Environmental Sustainability i.e. Reuse, Reduce and 
Recycle. Materials especially non-biodegradable should 
be reused, their use should be reduced or rather 
replaced with biodegradable alternatives and finally 
collected for recycling. These are few ways by which we 
can contribute to the global efforts in combating the 
menace of  Global Warming and Climate Change.  

In conclusion, Joe Lieberman said, “Today, we 
can see with our own eyes what Global Warming is 
doing. In that context it becomes truly irresponsible, if  
not immoral for us not to do something”. Though, we 
might have not seen it with our own eyes or experience 
it in any way, it doesn’t mean it’s not happening, it 
doesn’t we should deny it. Al Gore (Former Vice-
President of  the United States) once said, “The good 
news is, we have everything we need now to (effectively) 
respond to the challenge of  Global Warming, we have 
all the technologies we need, more are being developed. 
But we should not wait, we cannot wait, and we must 
not wait.” Solving the problem of  Global warming 
that we are currently facing requires efforts from all 
and sundry. Robert Swan once said, “The greatest 
threat to our Planet is the belief  that someone else 
will save it.” Therefore, as a matter of  fact, we must all 
come together to make our contribution to avert the 
‘potentially catastrophic changes’.
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Trevor Noah, in his mem-
oir “Born a Crime”, told 
a few stories on growing 

up in South Africa and lessons he 
had learned on the way. Each story 
while insanely humorous, causes 
the reader to reflect on life and 
appreciate the country better. In the 
chapter “Go Hitler!” Noah explains 
that it was not unusual for people 
to bear unusual names. “Unusual” 
not because of  their meanings, but 
because of  the rationale for which 
the names were given. He explains 
knowing people who, alongside their 
traditional South African names, 
bore the name “Hitler”.  Accord-
ing to him, it wasn’t something he 
had paid attention to, until he later 
realized that the name was given be-
cause it was understood that Hitler 
was this strong person who was an 
enemy of  the colonialists.  If  this 
Hitler person was so strong that the 
colonialists needed them in the war, 
then surely he was a friend. This 
made it easier for them to give their 
children the name because of  what 
it symbolized to them- strength.

By Dolapo Femi-Oyekola

What's
in a Name?

The term, “climate change” is quite similar to 
Noah’s experience with the “Hitler” name. There’s a 
basic lack of  understanding when it comes to what 
the term really means. In this sense, climate change 
enjoys two different categories. On one hand is the 
stagnant pool of  people who don’t understand what it 
means (and quite frankly do not care).  And then there’s 
the situation of  it being tossed around so often (and 
negligently too), that the term has been retreated to 
being just a hoax for propaganda. Both categories are in 
dire need of  change, a change that needs to begin now.

In discussing climate change, greenhouse effect 
must be mentioned. Greenhouse gases are carbon 
dioxide, methane and nitrous oxide. The presence of  
these gases causes heat from the sun to be trapped on 
Earth. The result of  this “entrapment” of  the warmth 
is the greenhouse effect. This greenhouse effect is 
what results in global warming, which is the increase 
in average annual temperatures across the globe. The 
Earth’s average temperature continues to get warmer 
because of  human activities such as burning coal, oil 

and gas for energy that continue to produce these 
greenhouse gases. But global warming is just one 
aspect of  climate change. Climate change encompasses 
global warming, and weather changes that occur as a 
result of  global warming. While the climate is changing 
because of  global warming, weather patterns too will 
change. So, intermittent rainfalls and extreme sunlight 
that we have noticed recently, are therefore weather 
interpretations of  climate change.

It is true that the climate has always been 
changing. This time around, it’s just happening quicker 
because of  the human activities that constantly release 
the greenhouse gases. The constant driving and the 
burning of  refuse are a few activities that release 
carbon.  Its (fairly) easy science. Not propaganda, not 
lies. Just that the climate is changing, and at a rate that 
we are partially responsible for, and should be mindful 
of.
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The Shehu Musa Yar’Adua Foundation recently released a 
documentary titled, ‘Swallow: Food Security in Nigeria’s Changing Climate’. 
The issue of  availability of  food in Nigeria was discussed, focusing on 
climate change as a prominent factor. The documentary explained that 
erratic weather changes make it difficult for the average farmer to plant 
and harvest optimally. For example, increased temperatures shorten the 
growing season for rice. Decreased precipitation (simply speaking, rainfall) 
also affects rice cultivation. Think about this dynamic with tomatoes, yam, 
potatoes, and beans. Livestock production is also threatened because of  the 
heat stress. Although animals may adapt to warmer temperatures, decrease 
in milk component and milk production, meat production will be affected. 
This leaves farmers and herders in a position to be affected economically. 
Not to be forgotten are floods that have been persistent in Nigeria, while 
drought accounts for water stress in the past few years. Do we need more 
examples to understand how this is a problem?

With climate change being a crucial goal as listed in the Sustainable 
Development Goals to be achieved by 2030, there have been changing 
attitudes. This, and the Paris Climate Change Agreement which was signed 
in 2015, has resulted in better awareness on the issue. But even with 
these great strides, the United States of  America under the Trump-led 
Administration recalcitrant towards the issue. According to him, man-made 
global warming is a myth, meant to stifle US manufacturing. To him, it is 
simply “a Chinese hoax”.

Interestingly, the consistent efforts of  various countries and 
companies towards the fulfilment of  the Paris Agreement terms, have 
quietened America’s current position on the issue. A notable provision of  
the agreement is making member states decide on National Determined 
Contributions (NDCs) of  greenhouse gases. The hope is that with each 
nation deciding how much greenhouse gases they would be accountable 
for, will help to curtail the release of  these gases.  To this end, Nigeria is 
committed to reduce greenhouse gas emission by 20% unconditionally and 
45% with international support and created the Sectoral Action Plan (SAP) 
for its implementation.  Apart from compliance with the Paris Agreement, 
other efforts have included the issuing of  “climate bonds” to raise funds 
for climate change issues. Tesla Inc., Apple Inc., Toyota Motor Corp., are a 
few examples of  companies that have been exemplary in this regard.

We might understand what “Hitler” and “Climate Change” mean 
now. But if  we are not actively involved in proffering solutions, raising 
awareness, or even mitigating the problem by being mindful of  greenhouse 
gases activities, then we’ve really done nothing about nature on our watch.

Photo from www.pexels.com

Dolapo Femi-Oyekola is a Lawyer 
by profession. She recently began 
writing and hopes that raising 
awareness this way, brings about 
real positive change.

http://www.pexels.com
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My South African friend once took a cab 
with its driver named Adolf. Amused 
and confused, she asked him the origin 
and why he was named such. He said 
he knew the meaning of the name but it 
wasn't important. 
"Separate the name from the original 
person. The name has a nice ring to it."
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MY BACKYARD
A POEM BY SONIA UGWUNNA

Sonia Ugwunna is the winner of the 2018 Write4Climate Essay Competition. She raises 
environmental awareness by creating and using plastic jewelry from PET bottles. She intends to 
study Urban Planning: The planning and implementation of affordable, accessible and convenient 
waste disposal systems in cities. She is eighteen years old. 
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My backyard is there, 
And has always been a dear. 
Too silent, too forgiving, 
And that poses a risk to its living. 

My backyard is near, 
Twenty short steps to get there. 
With no time to think or to ponder, 
The harm I impose on this wonder.

My backyard is a jungle, 
A mass of  greens and wings and bramble, 
No waste collectors’ stinking clothes and surly faces, 
Just a pile of  my waste and blackened faeces. 

My backyard is a victim, 
Because the roads leading to it are off  the rhythm, 
Because the waste trucks never stop by, 
Besides, who has the money to let by? 

My backyard is a vector, 
Its bacteria yellow my water, 
Its viruses brown my oranges, 
Causing my body to vibrate down to my phalanges.

My backyard is dying, 
Its bare trees bend to the wind sighing, 
No more twittering birds, no trending hashtag, 
Just biodiversity waving a red flag.

My backyard is the reason:
I’ll be green for the rest of  my season, 
My thoughts on the SDGs 14 I revealed, 
And to Cleaner Lagos, I appealed.  

My backyard is a vision, 
That I will work to fruition, 
Someday, I will accept a house to let, 
And not send nature looking to rent. 

Photo from www.pexels.com

http://www.pexels.com
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The Word Forest Organisation is a UK based charity that 
plants trees, builds classrooms, and raises environmental 

awareness in the UK and in Kenya.

In the Spring of 2014, Tracey and 
Simon West, who ran an ethical 
publishing house called Magic 

Oxygen, launched a pioneering global 
writing competition known as the 
Magic Oxygen Literary Prize. With 
a prestigious £3,000 prize fund, the 
competition had two categories - 
short stories and poetry - and three 
environmental promises built into its 
foundations which were:
• to plant a tree for every entry 

received in the Word Forest in 
Boré, Kenya.

• to fund the construction of an 
urgently needed new classroom 
at Kundeni Primary School in the 
same community,

• to send every entrant an electronic 
certificate with the clickable GPS 
co-ordinates of their tree.

Boré was chosen as the site for the 
Word Forest, which had been devastated 
by mass deforestation. A long-term 
tree planting project there would not 
only benefit the planet, but would also 
have an incredibly positive effect on the 
community, as the trees could provide 
locals and wildlife with food, medicines 
and shelter, giving protection from the 
elements and reintroducing biodiversity. 
The work was carried out by the Boré 
Green Umbrella Co-operative, a group 
of now around 400 strong workers with 
a very equitable ethos; a good number 
of them being women.

The first built classroom was at 
Kundeni Primary School, which had 
only one stone built classroom juggled 
among the 300 students on their 
register. 4,000 trees were planted 
around the school compound, spiking 
the level of local environmental 
engagement. The students even started 
their own wildlife club to study how 

and why biodiversity was starting to 
flourish in the area.

The annual literary prize continued 
to run, more classrooms were built, 
thousands of trees were planted and 
education standards rose. Latest figures 
have shown that Key Stage test results 
have increased by 11 percentage points 
and, as a result, enrolment figures have 
doubled at Kundeni Primary School; 
they are hungry for a good education.

Inspiring news continued to come 
from the Boré community. In 2016, 
Tracey decided she could no longer 
send over just an annual contribution 
to the project, so she set up The Word 
Forest Organisation, a UK based 
charity, with a pure focus to spread the 
concept of classrooms and tree planting 
throughout Kenya. “We must attend 
to the human needs of the amazing 
people working so hard, and in such 
challenging conditions, to tend to the 
forest. They are living on the front line 
of climate change and their wants are 
few, but it’s vital we look after them,” 
charity CEO and fundraiser, Tracey 
explains.

The classrooms cost around £10,000 
each, Word Forest plants 4,000 trees 
and takes the GPS coordinates of them 
too, giving their donors security in the 
knowledge of where they are. They also 
get an assurance that if the trees die for 
any reason, they’ll be replaced. Once 
the trees are a tiny handful of years old, 
they’ve often absorbed around ¼ tonne 
of CO2 and their commodities will be 
lifting the community out of poverty. 
A Mango tree, for example, will yield 
100 pieces of fruit. There are medicines 
available from Neem trees and there’s 
also a good harvest from Cashews and 
Moringa, amongst others.

The philanthropic efforts of Tracey 
and Simon West and the newly formed 
charity have been gratefully received by 
thousands of people in Coast Province 
and the plan is to spread this simple 
model for environmental protection and 
sustainability countrywide. Word Forest 
Trustee and global forestry expert, Ru 
Hartwell, has been working with the 
Boré community for well over a decade 
and the recent construction of his 
initiative, the Boré Community Forest 
Centre, has now created a residential 
venue for students, volunteers, and 
researchers alike. It’s also a perfect 
place for the Word Forest women’s 
empowerment group, Mothers of the 
Forest, to meet and share best practice 
for looking after the trees.

NOOW Magazine is pleased to 
showcase the environmental efforts 
of The Word Forest Organisation 
following the call below:

To learn more about
The Word Forest Organisation,
visit www.WordForest.org 
and for details of the 
Magic Oxygen Literary Prize,
see www.MagicOxygen.co.uk

S P E C I A L  F E A T U R E

http://www.WordForest.org
http://www.MagicOxygen.co.uk 
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Simon and Tracey West with students 
from Kadunguni Primary School, outside 
their new classroom.

Theophrastus Kitunga, Chairman of the Boré 
Green Umbrella Cooperative, with moringa 
saplings at the main nursery in Boré.

CEO, Tracey, with a few founding members of her 
women’s empowerment group, Mothers of the 
Forest.

The nursery workers, tending to 
the saplings, getting them ready to 
plant at the school.



Globally, sustainability is a concept that has gained 
wide acceptance and an increasing interest by 
professionals, governmental organizations, non-
governmental organizations, private establishments 
and individuals, yet is an issue that has caused a lot 
of debate by still quite a number of these bodies.

Sustainability has gained global recognition with 
its vital importance to all, because it deals with 
the survival of human species and almost every 
living creature on the planet. Various branches of 
this global concept may exist, but sustainability of 
the environment we live in, is one of the branches 
of sustainability that helps humans in creating 
a better life and improved quality for all their 
activities.1

Sustainability is a very broad concept and can be 
attributed to so many aspects and fields of life. 
This article looks into the issues of Environmental 
sustainability; how far we have gone with 
embracing its reality and current threats to the 
future generations without having the right things 
set in place.

Be Involved.
Or Be Left Out.

ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY

Photo from www.pexels.com

http://www.pexels.com


Today, sustainable en-
vironments are places 
where people want to 

live and work, now and in the 
future. More so, these environ-
ments are expected to meet 
the diverse needs of existing 
and future residents, that will 
contribute to the quality of life. 
Such environments are safe and 
inclusive, well planned, built and 
run, offer equality of opportuni-
ty and good services for all.2

Sustainability is based on a 
simple principle: Everything 
that we need for our survival 
and well-being depends, either 
directly or indirectly, on our 
natural environment. To pursue 
sustainability is to create and 
maintain the conditions under 
which humans and nature can 
exist in productive harmony 
to support present and future 
generations.3 The definition of 
“sustainability” is the study of 
how natural systems function, 
remain diverse and produce 
everything it needs for the 
ecology to remain in balance. It 
also acknowledges that human 
civilisation takes resources 
to sustain our modern way of 
life. Sustainability takes into 
account how we might live in 
harmony with the natural world 
around us, protecting it from 
damage and destruction. But 
looking further into foundations 
that have been laid from the 
beginning of the concept and 
discuss on sustainability, a lot of 
scholars have tried to give what 
would be the most accepted 
definition of sustainability.

The most widely accepted defi-
nition of sustainability is that 
of Brundtland. The Brundtland 
commission provided definition 
of sustainability in 1987. The 

commission defined sustain-
ability as, “development which 
meets the needs of current gen-
erations without compromising 
the ability of future generations 
to meet their own needs.”4

O’Neil (2015) also tried to 
describe sustainability as a tree, 
a tree with main roots, a trunk 
and its growing branches and 
leaves. The roots include the 
society, economics, and the 
environment, three separate 
concepts which all come to-
gether to form the main core or 
trunk- sustainability.5

The definition given by Brundt-
land seems to be very apt, 
taking into consideration the 
essential parts of sustenance of 
the future. It is very important 
to note that the way we take 
care of the environment today 
will have a bounce-back effect 
on us, directly or on our chil-
dren-indirectly. We must take 
from the environment what is 
exactly needed for the pres-
ent time being without pos-
ing possible threats to future 
generations. This is an issue that 
should get all inhabitants and 
‘residents’ on earth involved 
because we make use of the 
environment in one way or the 
other and must be involved 
in taking good care of it. The 
amount of carbon emissions by 
earth users has been stressed 
and cautioned and will never 
be overemphasized; which has 
a ripple effect on all individuals 
with respect to climate change 
which has still caused a lot of 
debates today in world bodies 
of professionals and activists.

The environment is a place 
never ceases to exist with the 
most beautiful glaciers, moun-

tains, trees, forests and sights to 
always behold, yet has not been 
properly and adequately given 
attention by most developing 
nations today, which Nigeria is 
not an exception. So many glob-
al initiatives have been taken 
but not enacted. The initiatives 
on planting trees and its impor-
tance is on that has been taken 
with so much laxity in this part 
of the world, where no one real-
ly cares about what happens to 
the environment that sustains 
us, which poses a great threat 
to the next set of people to take 
over from us. It is an act that 
is dangerous: careless attitude 
towards our involvement in 
taking care of the earth. It starts 
from home. The wrap of that 
biscuit that was just eaten must 
be disposed off properly, but 
an average Nigerian man will 
throw away the wrap on finish-
ing the product, and this in turn 
will hunt us down, with blocked 
drainages, leading to blockage 
of natural routes for water and 
eventual flooding and displace-
ment of various individuals.

By Moral Benjamin
Moral Benjamin is an Architecture research 
student at Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria. He 
has written several articles on sustainability 
and has also written essays in past 
competitions for Petroleum Development Trust 
Fund, Nigerian Communications Commission, 
with an award winning essay for National 
Festival for Arts and Culture (NAFSEST 2011) 
He has presented several  seminar papers on 
sustenance of the environment in Architecture.



This is not an issue of debate 
for Non-Governmental Organi-
zations, the United Nations or 
the Federal Government, we all 
have our part to play. It starts 
by turning off all power points 
before leaving the house and 
also when not in use. We must 
make deliberate efforts towards 
keeping the environment a very 
friendly place that the future 
generations would want to 
live in and there are so many 
ways to get involved: support 
research to environmental 
sustainability, join an environ-
mental club, join in community 
cleaning and volunteer to make 
general awareness on envi-
ronmentally friendly practices, 
plant a tree. Reuse, Reduce, 
Recycle.
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Everything that we 
need for our survival 
and well-being 
depends, either directly 
or indirectly, on our 
natural environment.
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Mahogany
T H E  G R E A T
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When I was a boy, there was this mahogany tree 
within my neighbourhood. It was so large that 
every other thing there was, seemed to exist 

only in its shadow. We called it Ichiha itamen, which means 
the Great Mahogany. It had an air of  reverence about it, 
and if  for nothing else, its more than thirty meter height 
always left an impression on your senses, it was almost as 
though one was looking at a giant who’d stood in place 
too long and had grown roots into the earth. It’s almost 
impossible to think that such a big thing started up as an 
ordinary seed not even as big as a one Naira coin. Before 
I left and went to bigger cities and saw colossal man-made 
structures, this was the biggest feat of  engineering I’d yet 
encountered in my life, one made by nature, for the awe of  
all. 

I remember one day I was coming back from school 
and from a long distance away, I spotted the tree. Back 
then, there were very few network towers, in fact, the only 
ones I can remember were the two radio towers that were 
close to my childhood neighbourhood, so it’s easy to say it 
was the most visible thing around. I stood there, on a hill, 
nearly four kilometers away by foot, and I just moped. It 
was large up close, but from this distance, it was majestic. 

There was a fearful buzzing in the air as I drew 
closer. I knew I recognized that sound. As an even younger 
boy, I’d seen dozens of  trees fall to the perfidy of  men 
who wielded chainsaws, burning through the rings of  trees. 
Many trees in my neighbourhood had gone down like that. 
I always wondered how it would be done if  by any chance, 
anyone ever wanted to cut down the Great Mahogany, 
how would you saw through a trunk nearly three meters in 
diameter with a chainsaw shorter than two feet in length. 

There were birds in the air, circling, as vultures 
would over the carcass of  some beast of  the wild. I walked 
tiredly, dragging my feet as I slid the gate to my compound 
open and went inside. From my south facing window, 
the air was thick with the smell of  diesel fumes and the 
nauseous buzz of  that infernal saw. There was something 
else though, I could see further out, and there was a great 
big void that lay in a space where it shouldn’t be. It seemed 
as though there was more light tearing through to the 
other side, like I could see right to Mama Aver’s compound 
with its thatch roofed huts peaking their cones out from 
underneath their mango and cashew forested home. That 
was when I realized it was gone. I ran outside, and for the 
first time, I could see no shadow hanging over me as I ran 
toward the scene of  the crime. There, in the plot adjacent 
to my grandmother’s, I could see the great plumage of  
green and its multitude of  birds’ nests that looked like 
bead in the hair of  a great earth goddess. The Great 
Mahogany lay there, slain, and yet, still bigger than every 
living thing around it. 

The birds that circled above sang a sorrowful tribute 
to their mother, as the squirrels that once ran all along her 
branches wailed in the dust, for a home they’d never have 
again. The entire ecosystem this lonely tree had played 
host to mourned, for no wrong had they done to deserve 
such wrath, but above all, no wrong had their tree—their 
home—done to anyone. Even I shed tears as I watched the 
lumberjack start hacking down the first of  its branches. It 
brought down a torrential rain upon my soul. I was drained 
of  all joy.

The treachery of  man knows no bounds.
It wasn’t even close to being one of  the great 

wonders of  the world, but it was one of  mine, and still is. 
No one ever got to have a photograph of  it, and I doubt 
that anyone still thinks about it the way I do, but in my 
own way, this is a tribute to it. I do not know the language 
that trees speak, and I do not know what motivates them 
to reach higher than they are, and to be what they are, but 
I felt the power in this tree. To me, it was more than just a 
tree, it was a representation of  something greater than we 
all are, it was a symbol, of  love and of  growth, a statement 
that began more than thirty years before I was born, a 
statement that at its peak, said, “Be great, children of  the 
earth, and be one in your greatness.” All its life it gave 
away, being a shield to more species than I can count, and 
yet, with one malignant decision from the mind of  just one 
human being, the die was cast against its innocence, and it 
was cut down, to be no more.

As I grew older, I learned that it was cut down over a 
land dispute. You see, the land it was on, legally belonged 
to a man I know only as Mike, but the folks over at Mama 
Aver’s house claimed that even though the land rightfully 
belonged to Mike, they were the ones who had planted 
the tree over forty years prior to the day it was cut down. 
Here’s a fun fact though, where I’m from, nobody has 
ever been recorded to have planted a mahogany, it’s one 
of  those trees that plant themselves. How can you claim to 
have planted majesty, when your heart wasn’t even noble 
enough to let it outlive you long enough to decide its own 
fate? 

I still remember the eerie way it creaked in the wind, 
and how the hawks soared high over it. This is how I know 
its roots are still very much alive, in my heart and in the 
earth beneath my feet, and I know for an unproven fact 
that somewhere else in the vast existence of  land in this 
world, another mahogany owes its parentage to the Great 
Mahogany of  my childhood. It cast a lively shadow upon 
us in life, and it cast a dark shadow upon me in its death.

Words can never describe.
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On Streets. With No Rhythm.
Ayete, Ibarapa, Oyo State.
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St John’s Anglican Church,
Akinmorin, Oyo. 
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Bodija Estate Islamic Centre,
Ibadan, Oyo State. 



College of Business Administration,
University of Ibadan, Nigeria. 

In the Premier,
Ibadan Nigeria. 



The Art of Architecture. 
University of Ibadan, Nigeria 

The Baptist Chapel, 
Eruwa, Ibarapa, Oyo State. 



The gospel of environmental 
awareness in recent times/days have 
traverse beyond the corridors of NGO’s 
and Government institutions to other 
shores. Typical of this was a The Renew 
Our World Concert which took place 
on the 17th of November 2018 in the 
cooled city of Jos, the Plateau state 
capital in Nigeria.

It was organized by Tearfund 
Nigeria in collaboration with local 
churches in Jos to both worship God 
and raise awareness of our roles in 
creation care and the fact that our living 
is dependent on the environment. The 
need to be stewards of the environment 
was strongly emphasized at the concert. 
There was great music from ministers 
like the rapper Vblaiz, rock band 
StageOne, the legendary Panam Paul, 
and several church worship teams. The 
concert also featured dance acts, drama, 
and spoken word poetic renditions for 
poets including the multi-talented OAP, 
DNA. Much more was done all to make 
us see the environment the way God 
sees it.

Stage One (Rock Band)
delivered a thrilling performance.

S P E C I A L  F E A T U R E

IN ATTENDANCE



Pastor Bamshak;
(Latter House Christian Centre).

Pastor Akila Yusuf;
(Snr. Pastor, House on the Rock, Jos). Dr. Panam Percy Paul. 

The crowd at the colourful concert.

IN ATTENDANCE



Implementing NDCs: Federal Ministry of  
Environment Seeks to Partner Civil Society.

Speaking in Abuja, during the National Consul-
tative Workshop on Nationally Determined Con-
tribution and Talanoa Dialogue on 28th August 
2018, Dr. Yerima Peter Tarfa, Director of  Climate 
Change Department outlined three key roles that 
the government expect the Civil Society in imple-
menting the Nationally Determined Contribution.

“There are three things Nigeria hopes to 
achieve through the Talanoa dialogue. First is to 
harvest a presidential statement about the NDCs; 
secondly, to create a roadmap for national climate 
action, while the third is to harvest national input 
that can be distributed into group discussions to 
guide the operation and implementation of  the 
Nationally Determined Contribution at local lev-
els.”

Dr. Tarfa stressed the imperious role of  Civil 
Society Organizations to assist the Federal Gov-
ernment of  Nigeria through the Federal Ministry 
of  Environment to achieve the aforementioned. 
The Nationally Determined Contribution seeks to 
reduce Greenhouse gas Emission by 20% uncondi-
tionally and 45% with international support across 
the key priority sectors; Energy, Oil & Gas, Agri-
culture & Land use, Power, and Transport.

Since 1992, when Nigeria became a Party to 
the United Nations Framework Convention on 
Climate (UNFCCC), the Government through the 
Federal Ministry of  Environment saw the need to 
set up a Department of  Climate Change which has 
continued to address climate change in Nigeria at 
all levels.

Over the years, the country has continually 
joined the global community to adopt and iden-
tify with various agreements, parties, treaties, and 
dialogues focused on addressing the many conse-
quences and adverse impacts of  climate change in 
Nigeria. The most recent is the Paris Agreement 
(PA) which Nigeria ratified in March 2017, which 
was approved by the UNFCCC on the 16th May 
2017 and entered into force on 15th June 2017.

In attendance at the workshop was the PACJA 
Secretary-General, Mithika Mwenda from Kenya; 
Priscila Achakpa, Executive Director of  Women 
Environmental Program (WEP), Huzi Mshelia of  
Mshelia and Co., among other prominent environ-
mental consultants and stakeholders across Nige-
ria.

PACJA, CSDevNet Build Stronger 
Coalition for Climate Change and 
Sustainable Development in Nigeria. 

As Nigeria continues to explore actionable 
ways to address the menace of  Climate Change, 
one of  the greatest challenges experienced in the 
drive to achieve this, is gross division among var-
ious stakeholders sitting on different ends of  the 
negotiation table.

In a bid to address this, Pan-African Climate 
Justice Alliance (PACJA) through the Climate and 
Sustainable Development Network of  Nigeria 
(CSDevNet) recently developed a framework for 
a stronger coalition for key stakeholders and more 
efficient delivery by other active organizations. 
No doubt, the civil society plays a vibrant role in 
addressing issues around Climate Change and Sus-
tainable Development.

This framework was determined during the 
recently held National Consultative Workshop 
on NDCs and Talanoa Dialogue at the Heinrich 
Boll Stiftung Hall, Abuja, Nigeria on 28th August 
2018. Facilitated by PACJA’s Secretary General, Mr. 
Mithika Mwenda, the entire coalition was distribut-
ed across 6 sectors namely: Finance Sector, Gen-
der Sector, Adaptation Sector, Mitigation/Energy 
Sector, Media/Information Sector, and Intergener-
ational/Innovative Technology Sector.

This newly designed civil society framework 
will accommodate many other stakeholders across 
the six regions of  Nigeria to act in the national 
interest in implementing the Paris Agreement in 
Nigeria. Furthermore, this will afford organizations 
to work collectively as against working in silos 
and together strengthen engagements to timely 
actualize the implementation of  the Nationally 
Determined Contribution in the five priority areas; 
Energy, Oil & Gas, Agriculture & Land use, Power, 
and Transport.



A number of patriots die unrewarded in Nigeria as well as in other countries. In some 
cases, no names or record are made public by the government in their honour. A number of 
Park Rangers fall right into this category. According to the Conservator-General of the National 
Parks Service, Ibrahim Goni, a total of 29 officers have died in active service across Nigeria's 
7 National parks. With more unpleasant statistics unfolding, could it be possible that we are 
fast losing our rich biodiversity to poachers?

In 2017, the International Ranger Federation reported that 105 Rangers were killed 
worldwide. As at July 2018, another 128 rangers have been recorded to have lost their lives 
in active duties, with 63 of them in Africa, it does not seem we are winning.

One of the world's foremost organizations, the Convention on International Trade in 
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) have identified some species such as 
elephants, rhinos, pangolins, and rosewood among those that heighten the risks rangers 
face across the world. As more gory pictures of different wildlife species (like elephants) litter 
our timelines, and thousands of wildlife species (like pangolin) worth millions of dollars are 
seized; No doubt, illegal killing of and illicit trafficking in wildlife is on the rise in Nigeria, even 
more than we can track.

While we all can't carry guns and march onward to the borders of the national parks or 
other protected areas, there is a lot we can do to merge forces with relevant agencies like the 
National Park Service and our park rangers in ensuring poachers lose their dirty jobs.

The basic and simplest is to increase data-based, people-tailored education about 
Wildlife Conservation. There is a need for intentional conservation and for action-targeted 
conversations about the roles of individuals - especially young ones, and communities - with 
emphasis on rural communities. The precarious task of wildlife conservation must not be left 
solely on the shoulders of  Park Rangers, else we all will wake to discover our once-rich wild 
places are completely empty.

The World Ranger Day is a day that annually commemorates Rangers killed or injured in 
the line of duty and celebrates the critical work Rangers do to protect the world's natural and 
cultural treasures/biodiversity. July 31st, 2018 marks the 11th global anniversary of World 
Ranger Day, since the first was held in 2007 by the International Rangers Federation.

By Seyifunmi Adebote

Seyifunmi Adebote is an 
environmentalist, editor/writer, and 
media personal. He writes from 
Abuja, Nigeria and can be reached 
via adeboteseyi@gmail.com.

mailto:adeboteseyi@gmail.com
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Paper Recycling
in Oyo State, Nigeria
AN INTERVIEW WITH FATUDIMU OLANREWAJU JEPHTATH 
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In 2018, we produced over 50 
tonnes of  bailed paper. Next 
year, we plan to produce over 
100 tonnes.

“

“
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Recycling is the process of  con-
verting waste materials to new 
usable materials. It has been a 

common practice for centuries. Howev-
er, recent environmental pressures had 
required that maximum effort is put 
into recycling, to reduce the generation 
of  waste and the depletion of  the envi-
ronment for new production.

Fatudimu Olanrewaju Jephtath is 
one individual who contributes to recy-
cling in Nigeria, where 40,959 tonnes of  
Municipal Solid Waste (MSW) is gen-
erated daily (World Bank). Operating 
from Oyo State, the Recycling Unit of  
FHMC Nigeria, which Fatudimu found-
ed, seeks to ensure that the country’s 
urban population does not generate any 
more than the projected 101,307 MSW/
day in 2025.

NOOW had a chat with him, pre-
sented below.

Hello. Can you introduce your-
self, please?

Mr. name is Fatudimu Olanrewaju 
Jephthah, Founder FHMC NIGERIA 
Company, (Recycling Unit). I am a recy-
cler, who specializes in paper recycling.  
In 2018, we produced over 50 tonnes 
of  bailed paper. Next year, we plan to 
produce over 100 tonnes.

Many people wonder what paper 
recycling is all about. Educate us a 
little bit?

The recycling of  paper is the process 
by which waste paper is turned into 
new paper products. It has a number of  
important benefits besides saving trees 
from being cut down. It is less energy 
and water intensive than paper made 
from wood pulp. It saves waste paper 
from occupying landfill and producing 
methane as it breaks down. Around 
two thirds of  all paper products in the 
US are now recovered and recycled, 
although it does not all become new pa-
per. After repeated processing the fibers 
become too short for the production of  
new paper.

How exactly is it done?
The process of  waste paper recycling 

often involves mixing used/old paper 
with water and chemicals to break it 
down. It is then chopped up and heat-
ed, which breaks it down further into 
strands of  cellulose, a type of  organic 
plant material; this resulting mixture 

is called pulp, or slurry. It is strained 
through screens, which removes any 
glue or plastic (especially from plas-
tic-coated paper) that may still be in 
the mixture then cleaned, de-inked, 
bleached, and mixed with water. Then it 
can be made into new recycled paper.

Please, elucidate further how 
paper recycling benefits the environ-
ment.

Industrialized paper making has 
an effect on the environment both 
upstream (where raw materials are ac-
quired and processed) and downstream 
(waste-disposal impacts). Today, 40% 
of  paper pulp is created from wood 
(in most modern mills only 9-16% 
of  pulp is made from pulp logs; the 
rest comes from waste wood that was 
traditionally burnt). Paper production 
accounts for about 35% of  felled trees, 
and represents 1.2% of  the world’s total 
economic output.

Recycling one ton of  newsprint 
saves about 1 ton of  wood while 
recycling 1 ton of  printing or copier 
paper saves slightly more than 2 tons 
of  wood. This is because kraft pulping 
requires twice as much wood since 
it removes lignin to produce higher 
quality fibres than mechanical pulp-
ing processes. Relating tons of  paper 
recycled to the number of  trees not 
cut is meaningless, since tree size varies 
tremendously and is the major factor 

in how much paper can be made from 
how many trees. Trees raised specifically 
for pulp production account for 16% 
of  world pulp production, old growth 
forests 9% and second- and third- and 
more generation forests account for the 
balance. Most pulp mill operators prac-
tice reforestation to ensure a continuing 
supply of  trees. The Programme for the 
Endorsement of  Forest Certification 
(PEFC) and the Forest Stewardship 
Council (FSC) certify paper made from 
trees harvested according to guidelines 
meant to ensure good forestry practic-
es. It has been estimated that recycling 
half  the world’s paper would avoid the 
harvesting of  20 million acres (81,000 
km²) of  forestland.

For more on FHMC Nigeria, visit their 
Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/fhmcnigeria

Papers scheduled for recycling at FHMC

https://www.facebook.com/fhmcnigeria 


The Green Resolutions
FOR THE NEW YEAR

Hi there;
We believe you may have made some resolutions you wish to implement this New Year. We reckon you could add a 
few Green Resolutions and shrink your Carbon footprint. What do you say? Here we go:

Walk or cycle short distances instead 
of  driving. You can walk to buy gro-
ceries, recharge cards, to church 
or to the mosque or to even visit 
within the neighbourhood in-
stead of  driving down. Go fur-
ther and put a figure to it, like 
walking for at least 30 minutes 
every day instead of  hopping 
on a motorbike, or jumping into 
a Keke at the slightest itch.

Support environmental move-
ments. There are environmental 
organisations in Nigeria some 
of  which are Centre for Earth 
Works CFEW (@_CFEW on 
Twitter), SustyVibes 
(@SustyVibes) and of  course 

Nature On Our Watch, NOOW. Join, volunteer, and donate 
if  need be. You can even help promote online movements 
such as #StopTheSoot.

These may not look like much but they go a long way. See you in 2020!

Why accept to recieve trans-
action receipts at ATMs if  
you’re just going to toss 
it in the bin? To reduce 
paper waste, have your 
ATM transaction 
receipts printed only 
when you need them.

Reduce the use of  or, better 
still, say no to polythene. 
‘Pure water’ sachets and nylon 
bags may be considered as the 
number one enemy of  a clean 
Nigeria considering how much 
of  a danger they pose to the 
environment due to their non-
biodegradable nature. Get a 

reusable shopping bag for 
your shopping runs and a 
water bottle for yourself  at 
work.

As much as you can afford 
to, buy and use organic 
products.

Use only paper from sustainable for-
ests for printing at home or at work. 
Paper from sustainable forests is 
labeled as such on the packaging. If  it 
is possible, minimize printing entirely 
and go electronic.




